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silver waistband, and tied a golden ornament on her
forehead, took a deer in one hand, a conch in the other,
a small drum in a third, and put a snake round her body-
as a sacred thread.1 Thus attired, she called a durbar,
sat down on the dais, and declared that her puja
was neglected and she herself abused. After this
little speech she started og to Devagiri, the town of
Isyara or Siva, mounted on a jackal, and accompanied
with all kinds of weapons and palanquins. Drums
were sounded during the inarch. The investment of
of the town was a quaint proceeding. Besides several
kinds of animals, Ammavaru created Gaitga-bkaianz
(a fortified place with a ditch round it) and a sage
to conduct the siege. The military operations of the
sage were truly original. Seven rudr&kska* berries
were placed on the ground, and on these seven
bhadr&kshlSi i.e. a kind of bead in which are marks said
to resemble eyes, and on these needles were stuck to
support balls of sacred ashes.3 Through these balls
were driven steel spikes which supported a single-
headed rudraksha berry, with seeds of a sacred plant
on the top* The sage then put his head on the seeds and
raised his legs high up in the air. Birds built their
nests on his neck, beetles and bees made their homes
in his nose, plants of all kinds grew round him, and
cobras made their abode in his arm-pits. He remained
silent and spoke to no one.4 What exactly the purpose
or effect of these proceedings was does not appear;
1 Siva is often represented holding a deer by the hind legs in
one hand and a dram, called dOHtaru, in the other; and he
frequently has snakes about his neck and waist and in his hair.
The conch is one ol Vishnu's symbols,
*  The berry of the Elotoc&rpus Ganitrus is called rudr&ks/ia
and is used for making rosaries for the devotees of Siva.
* Siva is usually represented as covered with sacred asbes,
and Sivaite ascetics us a ally smear their bodies in the same way.
* Hindu ascetics practise many austerities, fa fas,   Amscg
the more common forms are long-continued silence and  the
remaining motionless in one posture until, ye are told, beasts,
birds, and insects make their resting-place in the man's body.
The purpose of these practices is the gaining   of   boundless
miraculous power,
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